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simply does not happen,” he asserts. In February,
shortly before heading to Florida, the yacht's
GPS registered 29.9 knots. Further fine-tuning
inevitably followed.

Palmer Iohnson, founded in Sturgeon Bay,
Wisconsin, in 1918, long before its expansion
into Monaco a few years ago, is no stranger to
innovation. [n the 1960s, the yard began building
fast sailing yachts in aluminium. [t expanded into
the superyacht market, where it carved its niche
with alluring and sporty yachts developed in co-
operation with [talian design firm Nuvolari Lenard.

[t was the company's SportYacht series, launched
in the mid-2000s, that first caught the attention of
Mohamed. The first PJ120, Cover Drive, was built
for him.“It's all part of the PJ story,” he says. “From
Fortuna (a 30.5 metre builtin the late 1970s for King
Juan Carlos of Spain) to the SportYachts to the
SuperSport series, PJ has always bred performance
yachts with dynamic styling ahead of the market.”

It helps that the builder has like-minded clients.
Palmer Johnson built the first SuperSport for a
repeat customer who, in 2007, took delivery of
another head turner: the golden, Nuvolari Lenard-
designed 46 metre named O’Khalila (now Skyfall
I1). Unlike her predecessor, which was builtin
aluminium, Khalilah is entirely carbon compaosite:
carbon fibre sandwich and vinylester.

Khalilah oozes the best of automotive styling
with a soupgon of later-generation Palmer Johnson
genes. On the water the 49 metre, despite her wide
body aft, is sleek and sporty, with a long foredeck
ending in what appears to be a reverse bow. Above
deck, nothingis revealed: no tenders or cranes, no
anchors, winches or mast clutter that foredeck; there
is no towering superstructure, as Palmer Johnson
eschewed such features many years ago. A wave-
piercing element designed to part the water is visible
only below the surface. Waves may rise occasionally
to the level of side detlectors that also serve as
interesting styling elements.

Seen from land, the yacht offers a very different
perspective and reveals her imposing scale. But
even as she towers above, when you stand quayside
(she 15 16 metres tall from the waterline to the top of
the mast), little prepares you for the space that she
offers. The aft main deck sits on top of the widest
partof the hull, courtesy of two sponsons that are

designed to give stability. On closer inspection
these thin appendages have doors built right above
them to allow the crew to unload tenders and toys.
Seen from the inside, they expand the storage space
significantly. Twin side garages, one with a fuelling
station, hold a seven metre tender and three jet

skis, and frame a large beach club protected from
the elements by a wide glass door. With at least
three functions, the sponsons are an integral part
of the design and, when the yacht is at anchor, they
contribute to the feeling of space on board.

The aft deck’s size - 110 square metres - is
closer to the space you'd expect on a multihull.
Compounding the eftect of that 11 metre beam, and
the almost 12 metres from the transom to the saloon
door, is the extensive use of glass, which opens up
views everywhere you look. Seated or sprawled on
the large outside banquette, or lving on enormous
sunpads, you still enjoy uninterrupted views.
Shapely railings support glass panels that break the
wind effectively but don't spoil the view. More glass
isinset in the carbon supports framing the main
deck’s outdoor dining area, with the largest panes
found forward at the main saloonlevel. “They are
the biggest glass panels aside from Steve Jobs's boat
[Venus),” says Mohamed.

Each panel framing the superstructure at the
saloon’s level measures 6.6 by 2.2 metres. Paimer
Johnson worked with New Zealand glass specialist
Glasshape, which made and installed the specially
formulated DuraShield Marine Glass. Each window
panel comprises two layers of laminated glass, with
an interlayer of resin that helps refract heat. One-
inch thick (26mm), each panel weighs more than
one tonne. “They are the largest windows installed
on a superyachtin the United States,” says Andrew
Forrest, who heads the Glasshape North America
office in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.

Thanks to the slender naval architecture and
carbon composite construction (which represents
a weight saving of about 20 tonnes according to
PJ's own estimation), the SuperSport 48 ruqﬁires
relatively modest power to reach her noteworthy
top speed of 32 knots. The engines are twin 16V
MTU diesel M94s from the 2000 series, with
a maximum 5,200hp output. As a result, total
consumption at top speed is about 1,000 litres per
hour. Consumption, says the captain who took
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“They are the largest windows installed
on a superyacht in the United States”
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[ he pilothouse, up a few steps from the main
deck, mirrors the progressive styling of the
yacht herself. The modern bridge at the centre
of it all was designed, assembled and built at
Palmer Johnson, with control panels from Praxis
Automation Technology. The wide windscreen
ofters a surprisingly good view despite the
pronounced slant, A second, smaller helm station,
or “skybridge”, is on the sundeck above. Modern
Edge, an industrial design ompany based in
Portland, Oregon, worked with Palmer Johnson on
the design of this stainless steel and GRP console,
which fits perfectly with the yacht's exterior styling
and integrates neatly with the Praxis control
panels. Wing stations are on fold-out balconies,
usually framed by removable stanchions and rails.
Like many of this yacht’s design features, they are
revealed only on closer inspection.

['he yacht does have a forward navigation mast,
but it disappears into the bowels of the vessel when
not in use. The only indication of something there
1s the round shape of the teak detail forward of the
sunpads. A system brings the mast up from below.
Opening the trap and descending a rather steep
ladder reveals a massive and perfectly finished
mooring room where several crew can stand fully
erect to supervise docking operations. Two anchors
drop vertically from the bottom of that room, a
system the yard chose to avoid unsightly anchor
pockets that distract from the styling

Practicality dictated most of the choices that the
vard made on the technical side, from the sound
damping material (Dynamat, a product commonly

ised 1n automotive and architectural aEFJiJI]I dllOons
to the fixed Kohler generators and the conventional
diesel power plant included. Most, but not all, of
course, When vou seek 1o !.Hfhqu anemotional
reaction and create a strong attachment from an
owner to his or her vacht, the details count,
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Above: despite a markedly
slanted windscreen, the
pilothouse offers good
views. The upper saloon
inset top) and aft deck
left) are impressive private
spaces, many metres above
the waterline, Right: the
main saloon is a colourful
and welcoming social
space. [op: even the
engine blocks are
finished with gold
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SuperSport 48 - Palmer Johnson

Upper deck Main deck Lower deck
Discreet
from here the Customised
retractable mast unlike this
pops out of the | standard layout
mooring room Khalilah has two

s . _ — : w VIP cabins on the
TR I s = -vy o . I . main deck, and a
galley next to the
saloon, that is a
bit smaller than
shown here
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Customised:
Khalilah also
differs to
this standard
arrangement on
the lower deck,
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T T T beam VIP is aft
wing stations:
unfold for = =
better views E Z0
| . - Upper saloon: =
during mooring | q connected to !
il o ' a private deck,
| it can be used
fﬂ:ﬂi:ﬁl?f:r Garage space:
1im beam
enables
sizeable tender
and PWC
20m
,.!
!
10m
Payoff for the
sponsons:
main deck
aft offers an
enormous
playground
with amazing
Om Views
LOA 49m 1,939kW @ 2,450 rpm Fuel capacity Tenders Naval architecture Builder/year
Beam 11m Speed (max/cruise) 30,000 litres 1% 7m custom & exterior design Palmer Johnson/2015
Draught 2.1m 30 knots/28 knots Freshwater capacity Construction F‘almn-?r Johnson :JTEE?W 00 4030
Gross Tonnage Range at 24 knots G0 Rires S R e: info@palmerjohnson.com
490GT 1,500nm Owner and guests 12 Classification Palmer Johnson/Owner it F:. h
. RO . paimerjonnson.com
Engiine Gonasiibars Crew 9 ENV 'IE'M’I HSLC Yacht
acht; MCA LY2

2 x MTU 16V2000 M94, 2 x BOKW Kohler
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